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I^etter from. Miami Field Ofilcfer tfT“Bureau 

under date of Sept* 24^ 1940^ With copy ^ 

to Jlew York Office. i 


A review of instant file is being made 
upon the request of the Special Agent in 
C ar^e ’.dio suggested thst such a reviev/' 
be mde frcsa serial 172 to date in trder 
to bring this case to a lexical conclusion 
as soon as possible. 

Serial 172 \ s the report of ^Special Agent 




a ted at Hew York City, April 


27 j 1940^ and is a complete review of the 
entire file to that date. The principa l 
leads set out in Special Agenpl [report 

are those to ascertain the idanuity am 
background of the people 'vhom Subject had 
contacted or had listed in hei address boojc. 


The report of Special Agent [ 
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mmz FIE3D DIVISION 


WASHINGTON FIEID DIVISION 


DENVER FIEID DIVISION 

it At DENVER, CCLOfJJDO, appropriate 

inauiry through the Hotel Brovm Pal^e for\i^ormation as to the 
identity and general reputation of SII^^ M .NEtyTG Nj Y?hom Subject 
attempted to contact telephoni cally oT TjanuLi^y 17, 1940. (Set 
out in report of Special Agent |~ | dated Ju^l9, 1940 at 
New York City.) 
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SVNOniS OF fact*: 


a 



SILAS hifhlT' r«|mr4»d at Brown 

Palac* (wolf Denver j Cola*^ wfaoro he has 
resided sineo l/Z0/S9, Eoeords Retadl 
Crodit Mon* 8 Assn., DsnTor, rerealed MEWTOW 
has Tory substantial incoffio, food character, 
and habits, lo record of law suit, eoUectloi^ 
or banknifts^. Has boon Prosidont of Oriontal 
Heflnlnf Co., Denver , siaee 7/28/39; beosBO 
eonneetod sdth Kansas 4c IVjionlaf Oil Corp., 

Denver, Colo., in Sept* HiO. Both reputable 
eoncems. Mo indicatloa of Ssplonage aetivitlea. 

On 9/7 /5S roeoivod inquiry rolative possible 
nail fraud violation on part of NEWTOM. Criadnal 
reeord of one SILAS U* HBSfTOIf received fron B^eauc 
on 9/24/fcl, ..t out. 
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Report of Special Agent 
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1 Brown Palace Hotel, 


adrlood that SILAS U* HEWTOM ecoupiod Snlto ta 6 45 fi^ January 20, 1958, to 
Donoabor 1 , 1940, at whi ch tine ho Bovod to Suite 92S-#M, which h o prosoBtlr 
oooupdos. I hdvlaod that Nli^fTOM^s nin thly rent is ^250, 
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H* adTi**4 that SILAS 11. MElTOli is connacted with th* 
Oriental Refin ing C<MP<to in Denver and is eonaldered to be a man 
of soiae mea M. I ladrleed that frequently MEIfTON is out 
of the eitTi 


[ 


r 


jfhen KEItTCMl returns to Denver. 


etated he has known NEWTON during the time 


he hae lived at the Dre^ Palace Hotel, and regards him ai a very 
substantial man; that SERTON is highly regarded about the hotel; and 
in his opinion, NEWTON is not engaged in fireign aetivltics of any 
type. He said NEWTON fre quently plays geXi with] | 

I | jf Denver, Colerado, 

] to Afentf 


I 


I 


^MEWTON from the hotel since January 1, 1940, and 


it was ascertained that NEWTOH did not make any 'phone calls frcm the 
hotel to New Tork City during inetant period. 


thatf 


. Denver, stated 

KEWTON alnoet every day when NEWTON is in the 


city, and that in hie pinion, NEWTON is a man of oonsidlerable means, 
higUy regarded by all idio come in oontaet with him; and is of the 
definite opinion that IBWTON is not sngaged in Espionage aotivitles. 


[ 


Jrown Palace ^^otel. 


stated he has known METYT ON for three or four years. KEWTON having lived 
at the Brown Palace Hotel l I He said he 

knew KEWTON in New Tork City] |the Clothen 

Hotel there; that NEWTON stayed at tnis notei oerore ne cams to Denver 
about two years ago. He advised NEWTON had a high-priced apartment ai 
the Qothen Hotel; however, as far as he knows, NEWTON has always con- 
ducted his affaire above-board. 


advised KEWTON had a good reputation at the 
Qothen Hotel, New Tork City, and is also highly regarded at the Browi 

Hatel in Denver. He mentioned that at times NEWTON is eut of 

th * eit-rl 

bu . 

the' city, [ 
stantial i 




eit-r 


ltt*tiid HEWTOH [ 


J:- 


] return to 


] 


ncome, and 
in any Espionage activities. 


of the opinion that NEWTON has a very sub- 
positive that NEWTON has nevsr been engaged 


where NEW: 




ptated they do not know 

goes wniue on nxs crips away iron Denver, Colorado. 
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D*nv#r , I I that HKWTOa hai had 

no credit actiYitlea; howtVer, according to hi* records, SILAS M. 
NEHTTON becAOis President of the Oriental Refining Company, Desrer, 
dn Jolj 28, 1939; and later became connected vlth the Kansas 
P^foning Oil Corporation, Denver, in September, 1940, both compaaies 
being reliable conoems, the Oriental Refining Company having a 
capital of ♦2,000,000. 

| al»o advised r I that NEWX^J 

is reportea to oe or good character, good habits, very substantial 
eaminga, there being no record of law suits, collections, or bank- 
ruptcy against NEWTON. 

September 7 , 1958 , the Denver Field Division received a 
letter from | 1 attomey-at**law, First National Rank 

Building, Denver, Colorado, which requested information concerning 
a possible mall frand charge against one SILAS M. NEWTON. 

Upon request of the Bureau, the Denver Field Division 
on September 24, !1958, received a copy of the criminal record of 
one SILAS M, NSWTC^, FBI #855861, which is quoted as follows; 


FD, NTC, NT. 

Silas 

N. Newton 

7— 8-^1 

fug. -warrant- 

7-10-31, del. 


#- 



CMontclair,N. J, 
conspirady) 

to N.J.Auth. 

SPol. ,Ctaeida, 

Silas 

Mason Newton, 

9-23*>64 

false stock 


WT. 

alias 

#2268 

Silas Newton, 


statements 


SO, Elmira, 

Silas 

M. Newton, 

7-15-55 

2 indictments - 

rel.on bail 

N.T. 

#- 



vio.952 P.L. 

#2500 

PD, NTC, NT 

Silas 

M. Newton 

9—25 

G,L.2nd 



#B-95874 


( warrant ) 



WANTED by Det. 18th Sqd. Comp., #2163, 11 - 9-35 for 
Wichita, Kans. 

WANTED by Det, for Ci. L, , 1st, Bin^amton,N,T. ,card 
filed 9-14--54. 

(Above notations as appearing on record sheet rec, 
from PD, NIC, NT). 
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Bu£ 


| *ttorn«y^ftt-law, 810 First National 

Bank Building, Uanrar^ upon intarriaw, adrisad that in 1938 ha 
was raqiMstad bj a baaWr oJT Danrar^ vhosa oaBe ha rafasad to 
rereal in Tiew of the f^t the banker is a client ^ to find oat 
all ha could about SILAS U. NEITTONj and aapeciall^r with ragard 
to a possible convicti<m in a wall fraud casa^ several j'ears 
previously. 


I l adrisad he c oiMai nicated with ntsaerous pani- 

tantiarias and OoTemaeat agencies j receiving replies fron all 
to whoa ha wrote, advising they had no record of SILAS M. NEWTON 
aikl did not know him. 
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UBDEVSLOPED I£ADS: 


THE NSW YORK CITY DITISION: 

At New loric City - Will waka appropriate investigation 
at the Gothen Hotel eoncamlng the general reputation of SILA^ 
NEWTON, who Stayed at this hotel prior to 1938, and who Subject 
atta^itad to contact tslaphonically on January If, 1940. 


— REFEEHED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN — 
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65-37 



Reference report sets forth a lead for the Demrer, 
Colorado, office to make appropriate inquiry at the Hotel Brovm 
for infoiraation as to the identity and general reputation 
of IlIAS M. Inasmuch as it is now thought that inves- 

tigation indicates W/TOK is presently in Hollywood, California, 
it is requested that the Manager of the Hotel Brown Palace be 
openly interviewed concerning the identity and general reputation 
of siiAS M. mroH, 


In the same report a lead is set forth for the Sew 
York office to obtain certain telegrams from the Western Union 
Tele graph Commnv in compliance with lead set forth by Special 
Agent] I dated at New York City, July 19, 1940- Inasmuch 

as it IS nigruy possible that the Western Union Telegraph Ccmipar^ 
has disposed of these telegrams, no effort is being made toward 
obtaining copies from the Western Union telegraph office* 

Attention is called to the undeveloped lead appearing 
in the report of Special Agent] ] dated January 7, 1941» 

at New York City, to ascertain tne identities of the various per- 
sons with whom subject has been in tels phonic comm-imieat lQn as 
set out in the reports of Special Agent] |at New 
York City, dated: 

March 6, 1939 
April 25, 1939 





It is also suggested that in the event atoank account 
is located in the name of SIIu\S M. NEKTON that an Examination 
of this account be mada in order to dfitermine if Eums of money are 
being sent by T 
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jCYNOFSIS OF FA< 
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i^SpJLS U« NBTTOIf rasidad Hollywood Kuiokor- 
QZ^kmr Hotel l£- 25 -i 40 to 2-16-la* BelloTod by 
^^^;;^l|ana£e*^ to now be i 


Lg—eat to now oe at Brown Palaee Hotel, 

' 7 ytfOiiTer, Colorado, whleti le pemaaeat addrese* 

CTi beaks at Citl*en*s State Bank, ItoCraoken, 

,^7 ^ ^sas. 


< KE^lRCNCBa^ 



- HGC - 


Report ef Speelal Agent 
New York 3-1-ia. 


C 30 

■io 


iKTAUSt 


b7! 


|lollywood Iniokerboetoer 


Hotel, 17L4 Iwar Awenwe, Los Angela*, obtained tbe 
gueat registration eard of NEWTON whieh refleoted tkat 
he registered at the hotel on Deoeaber 23, 1914 ^ 0 , giving his address 
as the Brewn Palaoe Hotel, Denver, Colorado, that ho was assigned to 
apartment 91i; at a rate of |8*00 per day and that he remained at the 
hotel until Eebmary 18, 19i+l. Upon leaving, NEffTpN gave no forward- 
ing address and it wis assuntd that he had returned to Denver. 

The Kniokerbooker Hotel had obtained a credit oard fro* 

NWTOK vhioh r«fl4ot«d the folleirlact 


BBRVOTCD 

STSJuisosra 


N 

Hosidenoe 


Brown Palaee Hotel 
Denver, Colorado 


lilwda^ Et* AHb 

POMWARDED- 


EPPCtAL AMMT 

- 51 SSSHL, 


I>0 HOT WRrrS IH TMaW SPACE. 


MAR 2 fi 1941 


com Or THW HBPo 

5 - Bttrean 
2 - Hew Yerk 
2 - Kansas City] 
2 - I>enver 
/2 - Les Jhigeles 
4 dx />lf' S-x 


>MT ^ . 
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BMic r*f«renoe Citiions St»te B&uic 

MoCraoken, Kantaa 

Looal^'^[*aferenoa Ambaesador Ho'tal 


Oooupation Treasurer Oriental Refining 

Company, Denrer, Colorado 

Contained in the file nas a letter from the Cltiten* 
State Bank, MoCraoken, Kansas which stated that business relation- 
ships with NEirrON had been rery satisfactory and that he was well 
able to oare for his financial undertakings* 

I I stated that NBPTTDN was well known as a guest 

of the hotel as ho had been making the Hollywood Knlokerbooker 
his headquai^ers when in Los Angeles for the past fiwe or six 
years, that wery little was known of his associates or his busi- 
ness oonneotions aside frccn the faot that he frequently referred 
to the petroleum Industry and indicated that he was well Torsed 
in the industry* | further stated that NEffTON, while 
in Los Angeles, Pi avs goir aontAtfuoaaslv and that the reference 
on the credit card, I I 


A rerlew of NXHTON*S aeoownt during the time of his 
stay reflected sunerous lo-ng distance telephone calls. These 
were made from the hotel awitehbaard and an effort was made t« 
nb-faai n th» hotel telephone tlekets shewing these calls, howeTtr, 
I ladrlsed that the hotel did not retain them after the 
guests* bills were paid and therefore they were not arailable* 
For the information of the file the follcwlng record of tele- 
phone ealls as taken from NEffTOH'S account is being set outt 


Date 

Charge 

Deowaber 23# 19^0 

12.20 

December ^ , 19^0 

4.60 

January 5* 19^+1 

5.60 


2*20 


7.40 

January 14, 1941 

13.50 

January 19, 1941 

1.75 


3.60 

January 21, 1941 

7.50 


8.00 


5.60 


- 2 - 



A 


pate 

Charge 

Jantavry 22, 19^1 

1 .65 

Januakv 26, igttil 

4.70 

February 2, 194l 

5.60 

February 10, igifl 

.25 


*25 

February 12, 19i4. 

.25 

February li+, 1941 

.25 

February I 7 , 1941 

.25 


.30 


J l adTieod that to hi» knowledge NEWTON had neTer 
to his eT»r having bean narried or having a faadlyo 
He further stated that NEWTON had never indioated partioular 
interest in the jreient international orisis and had never ex- 
pressed any nationalistic sycopathies* 

I ^ described NEWTON asi 


Age 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Complexion 


50 years 

5 feet, 9 inohes 
160 pounds 

Heavy, rather stocky 
Ruddy 

Saooth shaven 

Plays golf continuously 


As noted on the credit card o f NEWTON he listed th e 
Am>«>iMdor Hot^l as a local referenoe« | | 

l lUibassador Hotel, obtained tne hotel credit 
oar<l on which reflected the identical infoneation set 

out on the credit card held by the Hollywood Knickerbocker 
Hotel* In addition it gave his business address as 9O6 Equit- 
able Building, Denver, Colorado* The credit oard is dated 
October ll;, 1938* A letter contained in this file from the 
Citi zens State Bank, McCracken, Kansas also indioates that 
NEWTON is well able to take care of his financial undertakings. 


I With rftfflnenoe to NEWTON'S stay at the Ambassador 

Hotel,] jadvised that he had only registered there 

one nflttaiinn- that being from October li|. to October I 6 , 
1938 * could not reoall NEWTON or anything oonoerning 

hisu 


b 


For the information of the Kansas City Office, report 
of reference states that information received from Inspector 


* 3 • 




I tAjlt HHffTOK in fcll probability 1* SIIAfi 
N CTrON iriio l8 reforr« dv to in the Federal Inoome Tax Retiira 
of I I for th e year 1Q58. a< refleated in the 

_re£ort_oT rerorenoe werein | 

| the naaa of SILAS U« 

Report of reference requeeted the Loi lagelee Field 
DlTiiion to endeaTor to locate a bftnk account for SIULS U. 
SEmON and examine eame to determine if fuas of noney are 
being eent by NEITTOK to subject* In riew of the fact that 
eubjeot ie no longer residing at the Hollywood Knlckerboolcer 
Hotel, no further Investigation by the Loa Angeles Field Di- 
Titlon ie being conducted* 

The ind ioee of the Los A ngeles Field Division con- 
tain no record on | [ listed by NEWTON as a local 

reference* 
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ina>EVELOPED l£iI>St 


THB KXNSA3 CITY FISLD DIVISION 


AT MC CRACKIH, KANSAS* 


b' 




will 6X*»in# the bank account of S HAS -iEI, ANEHTON at 
the CitiBens State Bank and determine If aiaae of aoney are be- 
ing sent by NBUTONr 


ease* 


J the subject of this 


- RBFBIEKD UPON COMMTION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


+1 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF I N VESTI OA.TI O N 



FOIP^ 


DELETED 

P7^.GE INFORMA.TION SHEET 

No Duplication Fees are 

charged for Deleted Page Information Sheet(s) 

Total Deleted Page(s) ~ 

31 

Page 4 ~ 

b7C 


Page 6 ~ 

b7C 


Page 7 ~ 

b7C 


Page 14 

~ b7C 


Page 1 5 

~ b7C 


Page 1 6 

~ b7C 


Page 17 

~ b7C 


Page 1 S 

~ b7C 


Page 1 9 

~ b7C 


Page 20 

~ b7C 


Page 2 1 

~ b7C 


Page 22 

~ b7C 


Page 23 

~ b7C 


Page 24 

~ b7C 


Page 25 

~ b7C 


Page 26 

~ b7C 


Page 27 

~ b7C 


Page 2S 

~ b7C 


Page 29 

~ b7C 


Page 30 

~ b7C 


Page 3 1 

~ b7C 


Page 32 

~ b7C 


Page 33 

~ b7C 


Page 34 

~ b7C 


Page 35 

~ b7C 


Page 3^i 

~ b7C, b7D 


Page 37 

~ b7C, b7D 


Page 38 

~ b7C, b7D 


Page 40 

~ b7C 


Page 4 1 

~ b7C 


Page 43 

~ b7C 




